
“The Lord God hath given me the 
tongue of the learned, that I 
should know how to speak a word 
in season to him that is weary: he 
wakeneth morning by morning, he 
wakeneth mine ear to hear as the 
learned. The Lord God hath 
opened mine ear, and I was not 
rebellious, neither turned away 
back. I gave my back to the 
smiters, and my cheeks to them 
that plucked off the hair: I hid not 
my face from shame and spitting. 
For the Lord God will help me; 
therefore shall I not be 
confounded: therefore have I set 
my face like a flint, and I know 
that I shall not be ashamed. He is 
near that justifieth me; who will 
contend with me? Let us stand 

together: who is mine adversary? 
let him come near to me. Behold, 
the Lord God will help me; who is 
he that shall condemn me? lo, 
they all shall wax old as a 
garment; the moth shall eat them 
up.”               Isaiah 50:4-9 KJV 
 
 All of us are sometimes 
teachers and sometimes learners. 
Every one has taught someone 
something, a parent to a child, a 
friend to a friend, or any number 
of connections. The writer of this 
Servant Song from Isaiah was a 
teacher and a learner. He was 
writing to those who were in exile. 
 He is first a listener to God. 
He wakes us with an attitude to 
listen to God and to listen to 

things he can learn. He says God 
has given him a well-instructed 
tongue. That may mean he 
teaches wisely, and the word of 
God is the beginning of wisdom. 
 He listens to God, he listens 
to the needs of the learners so he 
can connect the two together so 
learning can happen to help the 
learner. He may teach by words of 
explanation, and he may teach by 
having the learner do certain 
things. He may also teach by 
example about how to live in 
difficult circumstances. 
 He also does not retaliate 
against those who do things 
against him, he allows God to 
care for him and to correct those 
who abuse him. 
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